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Gateway Sports reminisces over best athletic feats of summer 2009
Another summer has passed, leaving us with a number of unfcirgeiable events from the world of sports, as well as a few we'd rather forget. And then, of course, there’s the whole Brett Favre unreriremeni saga, which is in a bush league of its own.
But in the spirit of cheering ourselves up upon tile inevitable return to classes, the fine folks at the Gateway have decided to compile our favourites from the summer of 2009.
With the final round of the 2009 PGA Championship looming, it seented as though the year’s final major tourney would end with a Tiger Woods victory. Tiger was leading the field by two strokes going into Sunday’s fourth round, and lield the remarkable record of being unbeaten when leading a major going into the final 18 holes.
His opponent and playing partner was the relatively unknown Y.F.. Yang of South Korea Tiger's seventy PGA tour victories far outweighed Yang's lonesome one, and undoubtedly stacked the odds against the South Korean; however, once the final pairing teed ofT down the fairways of Hazeltine National, Yang surprised all but himself.
By hitting countless remarkable shots, perhaps none bigger than his hybrid on die IBtli to leave him with two putts for the win, Yang did the unthinkable: coming from behind to beat Tiger in the final round of a major.
Summer is almost over, but one summertime sports memory that will stay with me for a long time is the Pittsburgh Penguins winning their diird Stanley Cup. Seeing the look of sheer exhilaration on Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin’s faces as they raised the big drink really made my day. It’s not just because I'm a Penguins fan. but I was rather impressed with the manner in which they dethroned the defending champion Red Wings. The Pens were down 2—0 in the series and people were already counting them out, claiming it would be a repeat of last year's Finals.
However, the Penguins managed to battie back to force a game seven, and little-known grinder Maxime Talbot became the liero. Talbot scored both goals to give the Penguins their first Cup in over 10 years. It wasn't until I saw the game clock run out tliat I realized I had been holding my breath for the last few seconds as the Red Wings frenzied to find the equalizer.
last summerduring the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, Usain Bolt became perhaps the first athlete to set a world record and simultaneously be criticized lor doing so without any kind of doping scandal.
The footage of the Amazon Jamaican sprinter throwing his arms out before the finish line and beating his chest was played on the news repeatedly. and speculation was rampant as to how fast Bolt could have actually completed the race if he hadn't slowed down early to celebrate. Oh yeah, and his slice was untied too.
And it was disappointing: sports are about testing the limits of human capability, not quitting wlien you've given just enough to win.
However, this summer in Berlin, Bolt didn't slow down and destroyed his own 100m and 200m records by 0.11 seconds each, placing the
new times at 9.58 and 19.19, respectively. At 23 years old. its likely that Bolt has yet to peak and come the London 2012 Olympics, it's possible that those limits could be pushed even further.
22 points is nothing. That's the way it turned out in Regina that fateful July day when I witnessed tlie entire Rider Nation take a collective disappointed sigh after watching a 22-point lead slip away at the hands of my beloved Eskimos.
it was a hot July day. and I was in the midst of a sea of green at beautiful and archaic Mosaic Stadium. As the billboard pointed out on the way into the stadium, with an arrow to the sky. and arrow to the stands: "Sea of Green, sky of blue!" It truly is tlie heartland of Canadian Football, but what did 1 care? I just wanted to see those silly green men get pummelled into the ground so 1 could rub it in the face of all my co-workers at the golf course 1 was working at in the fair province of Saskatchewan.
That's exactly what liappened as tlie Esks came through with a huge comeback w'in — the perfect way to beat those Rider Priders. It was a hell of a game and. without question, the sports highlight of my summer.
On the evening of June 29. several media sources, both local and national, confirmed that the Edmonton Oilers had acquired superstar sniper Dany Heatley from die Ottawa Senators.
Ofcourse, we all know that ended up not being the case, which shattered my' fragile copper and blue heart into a million pieces. But, for the hour or so that I was under the impression that the Oilers finally ltad a 40-goal player and a legitimate finisher for an Ales Hemsky pass, that was, by far. tlie most exciting sports moment of my summer.
_ SPORIS 31
Voytechek wins summer gold at British swim event
EVAN DAI M Sports Editor
Pandas swimmer Kayla Voytechek has been making waves around the swimming world this summer. After representing Canada at the Summer Universiade in Belgrade. Serbia back in July, she captured gold in the 100m breast stroke at the British Championships in Sheffield, England in early August.
The second-year Albertan carved eight-tenths off her career best in the event by clocking in at 1:08.84, with her previous personal best coming at the Universiade.
Voytechek’s busy summer continued by competing on Canada’s National "B" swim team at the British Tri-Nations and Great Britain Grand Prix before heading to the home of Confederation, Prince Edward Island, to represent Alberta at the Canada Games at the end of the month. Joining Voytechek in P.E.l. was Golden Bears and Pandas swimming head coach Bill Humby who will serve as a coach for the Alberta squad.
A name of Lethbridge, Voytechek made a name for herself last season centring a silver medal at the CIS Championships in the 50m breaststroke, finishing second to world-record holder and former Panda Annamay Pierse, who was also last year's CIS Female Athlete of the Year. The L.A. Swim Club product will lie back at the U of A for her sophomore season, with her eyes on improving on a very impressive rookie campaign.
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